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[bookmark: _Hlk529972443]Common acronyms used in infection prevention and control
	Acronym / terms
	Description

	IPCNC
	Infection Prevention and Control Nurses College
The professional college representing most IPC practitioners in NZ

	IPC
	Infection prevention and control 

	HAI
	Healthcare-associated infection
An infection arising because of healthcare received

	HA-SAB
	Healthcare-associated Staphylococcus aureus bacteraemia

	HABSI
	Healthcare-associated Staphylococcus aureus bloodstream infection

	Professional organisations incorporating IPC

	ACSQHC
	The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care

	ACIPC
	The Australasian College for Infection Prevention and Control

	ASID
	Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases

	CDC
	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (USA)

	NICE
	National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (UK).
Provides evidence-based recommendations for the health sector. 

	NZSSA
	Welcome to the New Zealand Sterile Sciences Association

	WHO
	World Health Organization 

	Multidrug-resistant organisms

	MDRO / MRO
	Multidrug resistant organisms. Microorganisms, predominantly bacteria, that are resistant to one or more classes of antimicrobial agents.

	MRSA
	Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus

	mMRSA
	Multi-resistant MRSA strains which are resistant to oxacillin/methicillin and at least two of the following antibiotics: chloramphenicol, co-trimoxazole, erythromycin, fluoroquinolone, fusidic acid, gentamicin, mupirocin, rifampicin, tetracycline or vancomycin. (Also includes the EMRSA-15 strain)

	nmMRSA
	Non multi-resistant MRSA strains which are usually community acquired and are resistant to only flucloxacillin and penicillin and are usually sensitive to erythromycin

	ESBL
	Bacteria that produce extended-spectrum beta-lactamase enzymes which can cause some antibiotics to become ineffective. ESBL can transfer their resistant mechanisms to other bacteria.
The most common bacteria to be ESBL are Escherichia coli (E.coli) and Klebsiella species.

	VRE
	Vancomycin resistant Enterococcus faecium and E. faecalis. These are gram-positive bacteria which have become resistant to vancomycin – an important antibiotic used for sepsis and serious infections.

	CPO 


CPE / CRE

CRAB

KPC
	A CPO is a bacterium that produces an enzyme called carbapenemase which makes that bacterium resistant to the carbapenem group of antibiotics.
Commonly seen with the Enterobacterales group of bacteria (CPE / CRE).
Carbapenem-resistant Acinetobacter baumani (CRAB) is also treated as an important MDRO.
Klebsiella pneumoniae carbapenemase bacteria which are often resistant to nearly or all classes of antibiotics.

	Candida auris
	Candida auris (C.auris) is a multidrug resistant fungal pathogen, often resistant to all three available classes of antifungals commonly used to treat Candida infections.

	MDR Pseudomonas species
	Pseudomonas bacteria that are resistant to antibiotic classes that would usually be used to treat a Pseudomonas infection.

	Intravenous practice acronyms

	PIVC
	Peripheral intravenous catheter

	CLAB
	Central line associated bacteraemia..

	CLABSI
	Central line associated bloodstream infection

	Aseptic technique
	A set of practices used when carrying out a procedure that protect patients from healthcare-associated infections and protects healthcare workers from contact with blood, body fluid and body tissue.

	ANTT
	Aseptic Non-Touch Technique or ANTT® is a tool used to prevent infections in healthcare settings

	NZAT
	New Zealand Aseptic Technique. 
A New Zealand specific resource for aseptic technique developed by the Accident Compensation Corporation in 2023.

	INS standards
	Intravenous Nurses Society standards (USA). Form basis of Lippincott standards and procedures manual 

	IVNNZ
	Intravenous Nursing New Zealand

	AVATAR
	Alliance for Vascular Access Teaching and Research (Australia) 

	Quality improvement, audit and surveillance

	HHNZ
	Hand Hygiene New Zealand

	SSI
	Surgical site infection

	PPS
	Point prevalence survey

	QI
	Quality improvement 

	QSM
	Quality and safety marker. Programme measures of healthcare quality improvement 
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