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Why clean 
shared patient 

equipment?

• Do we really need to clean shared 
patient equipment?

• What is the evidence that 
organisms can survive on 
equipment?

• How long can they survive?

• Can patients really get an infection 
from shared patient equipment?

• Does cleaning the equipment really 
make any difference?

• How do I know if staff are cleaning 
shared patient equipment?

• What can I do about it?



Standard Precautions

“Clean, disinfect or 
reprocess equipment 
shared between 
patients”







But does 
cleaning patient 

equipment 
really make any 

difference?



The CLEEN Study



Interpretation of results
•“Improving the cleaning and disinfection of
shared medical equipment significantly
reduced HAIs, underscoring the crucial role
of cleaning in improving patient outcomes”.

•“Findings emphasise the need for dedicated
approaches for cleaning shared equipment”.



The cleaning of shared 
equipment is a key factor in 
preventing transmission of 
pathogens and reducing the risk 
of healthcare-associated 
infections. 



We had no 
evidence that 

this was 
happening



So the Capital Coast and Hutt Valley IPC
teams developed a process to audit how
often the shared patient equipment is
actually being cleaned

between use on

patients.



Product Review

We tested three different product types that were 
invisible on application but would be seen under 
UV light. 

We decided on a pen-shaped gel applicator which 
is ready to use and already comes in a small 
volume, ideal for use by IPC Champions.  



Guideline Development 

We developed a guideline with instructions on 
products to use, what to audit, how to audit 
and included a form to record the results on



Equipment selection for audit

Equipment selected for auditing should meet the 
following criteria:

• Owned by or routinely stored in the clinical area

• Trackable (by equipment number or identifiable 
mark)

• Smooth and have non-porous surfaces 

• Used more than once a day      



Auditing
Indicator marker is used to tag equipment and then is rechecked 
24hr later using a UV light to see if the mark has been removed 
by cleaning 



Before              After



Initial Results

• 2024: Trials were done by IPC CNS testing the process.

• March 2025: The first round of audits done by IPC Champions 
produced an average result of only 52% (Wellington and 
Kenepuru results)

• IPC Champions feedback results to their areas and did 
education on the importance of cleaning patient equipment 
between use.

• September 2025: The average audit result was 75%

• January 2026: The average audit result was 85%



Future Aims

Our aim is to do twice 
yearly audits and get 
consistent results of over 
80%. 



Challenges
• High turnover of IPC Champions

• IPC Champions being able to get non-clinical 
time to do the audits in.

• Being able to feedback to and educate staff who 
work 24/7 and with many being part-time

• Ensuring the cleaning wipes were available in a 
convenient location so we didn’t set up for failure.



Success?
• Our data shows that shared equipment cleaning 
has improved overall

• Increased awareness amongst staff

• However there is still lots of work to do getting 
more areas on board with doing the audits and 
getting the IPC Champions enough non clinical 
time to achieve it.



Wipe it down before it gets passed around



Prevent Hospital 
Acquired 
Infections by 
Cleaning Shared 
Patient 
Equipment!



Questions?

The End
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